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A PARTICULAR and IMPARTIAL 


NARRATIVE 


Of the late Mutiny and Running away 


WITH TH E 


Cheſterfield Man of War, &c. 


with the particular Words deliver'd by 
cach Evidence on the Court Martat: 
The main Point is the Knowledge of the 


whole Affair; which the following Account 


will furniſh, taken partly from theSum of the 
Evidence, and partly from the Mouth and 
Letters of John Place, who was moſt active 
in the Deſign of running away with the Ches- 
terfield; and the Ship's Steward of the Rich- 
mond, who was the only Perſon who ſuffer'd 
belonging to that Ship. Mr. Places Account 


B {ets 


T wou'd be needleſs to tire our Readers 


r 
ſets out with many heavy Charges againſt the 
Captain; but as we don't know whether they 
were founded on Truth or III- nature ſhall a- 
void mentioning Particulars, and ſtick merely 
to the Hiſtqry of the Mutiny, Re. 

To proceed: When the Cheſter field arriv'd 
on the Coaſt of Guinea, the Men were put to 
Short Allowance; this, added to the Ill-Treat. 
ment, occaſioned by a certain Lady, (whoſe 
Pleaſure 'tis ſaid conſiſted in ſeeing the Men 
puniſn'd) caus'd ſome Murmerings amongſt 
the Ship's Company; when the Ship arriv'd 
at Dickey's Cove, a Port on the Guinea Coaſt, 
Mr. Couchman Lieutenant of the ſaid Ship 
being acquanted with the Governor, ask'd 
Captain D Leave to go on Shore, which 
being refus'd to him, and granted to ſome other 
inferior Officers at the fame Time, chagrined 
Couchman greatly, and put him upon working 
up the petty Ofhcers, Sailors, &c. to a Diſre- 
ſpe& for their Commander; in which he found 
no great Difficulty; as weak, ignorant Men, arc 
cafily led into Rebellion of any Kind. John 
Place, Carpenter's Mate, a Man of Cunning 
and deep Deſign, endow'd with ſtrong natural 
Parts, which were improv 'd by tolerable good 
Education, ſeeing Couchman in this uneaſy diſ- 
ſatisfy' d State of Mind, thought to improve 
it to his own Ad vantage, by adding Fuel to 
Fire, and heightening, by all the Arts he was 
Maſter of, Couchman's Deſire of Revenge againſt 

the 
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the Captain. When they arriv'd at Cape 
Coaſt, which is a little farther to Leeward on 
the Coaft, the Captain being pretty much a- 
ſhore with the reſt of theOfficers, gave himan, 
Opportunity of ſpiriting up the Crew to his 
villainous Deſign of going away with the 
Ship; for which Purpoſe he inſinuated to them 
that the Captain had been ſo long on Shore, 
and was likely to continue a good while longer, 
and drew daily ſuch Quantities of Provitions 
out of the Ship, that they were actually in 
Danger of being ſtarv'd: Theſe and other 
Infinuations of the like Nature, together with 
the Reſpect the Men bore to him as a humane 
Officer, cafily prevail'd on them to fayour his 
Deſign: None were in the Secret what he was 
to do with the Ship, except John Place, and 
himſelf, Place indeed ſays L—y and G—je 
were at the Conſultation. How far Mr. Mor- 
gan Lieutenant of Marines was concern'd, will 
appear by hisown Account, in which Fe perfiſts 
in his Irinocency of the Deſign, but was un- 
warily drawn in, and Place confirms. To 
proceed; On the 15th of October, 1248. Mr. 
Conchnan having by the Advice of his Friends | 
determin'd to weigh Anchor and carry the | 
Ship to Sea, he harang'd .the Crew; tellin 
them his Intent, the Motive for which, h 
pretended, was, to cafe them and himſclfe of 
the Hardſhips they then underwent, and how 
happy they wou'd be under his Command if 

| they 
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they wou'd conſent to his Propoſition; he 
faid he wou'd carry her to the //{-Indies, 
and there he did not doubt of getting a better 
Ship, and being commended for what he had 
done. The Barge came off in the Evening 
with Orders from Captain D—y to Mr. 
Couchman to ſend on Shore the Boatfwain 
and ſome Hands to ſtrike his Tent, but lie 
prevented that by ordering the Barge to be 
hoiſted aboard; he then ordc1'd all Hands a 
double Allow ace of Wine, after which made 
a Speech, telling the Crew, what k ind of U- 
tige and good *F ncouragement thcy ſhou'd 
meet with if they wou'd weigh Anchor and 
aſſiſt him in carrying the Ship to the // /7- Ty 
ales; (tho it ſeems his Intent was to go to 
the Eift-Indics, to take, ſtink, deſtroy, &c, 
all they met with, ) This laſt Speech, and thc 
Wine together, hai the defir'd Effect, ard all 
gave the Signal of Conſent, Jizz. Three 
Cheers and heay nx their Fots over board, 25 
Cochran had done beſore, and then went to 
work” immediately to prepare for Sailing. 
Thoſe in his {nteceſt „ere provided with 
Cutlaſſes, Piftols, KL, Senne Of. the Ferc- 
maſt Nen Were ap e CESSES, j628 Read 
wasmage Licnutenant, Tings St, Loatiwain; 
and Fe e 7 In. 6 geehmau ſeem'd to. bea 
eqial, Comma nes Wiric they Were Droparing: 
1 Sail! 4 e cane irom Shore with a 
Leticr hom the Captain, K icli aſter fome 
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Heſitation he ſuffer'd to be handed on board. 
Beſore the Anchor was hoifted up the Boat- 
{ain came on the Quarter Deck, whom. 
when Couchman ſaw, he.ask'd him if. he 
wou'd go forward, and do his Duty in heav- 
ing the Anchor up, the Hoatſibain abſolutely 
refas'd,and wou'd fain have perſwaded him from 
his Deſign; Expoſtulating on the Conſequen- 
ces of ſuch an Act and the inevitable Ruinthat 
muſt enſue from it; this had no other Weight 
with him then to aniwer, he'd gone too far in 
it to retreat, and if he would not aſſiſt him he 
{ſhould be confin d. Accordingly he was ſeiz'd 
by Lace and tome others and confin'd to his 
Cabin, in Irons and a Centinet, or two over 
him; in a {hort Time he confin'd Mr. Gillam 
the Mate and ſome more Petty Officers, that 
he moſt ſaſpeaed ro his Prejudice. Mr. Lacey 
the Midſhipman, when he found them con- 
Wl tho' he had tworn Fidelity to Mr. 
; HY ERP 2, and was the moſt active in unbit- 
8 the Cables. and the Ship's Duty, came 
and offer'd himſelſ a Fritoner, and heg'd to 
be confin'd too. But Corchiman and Place 
threatning him for a covardiy Ra'cal, he a- 
gain took the Cutlais up, and was as aſſidu- 
ous as before, during the whole Affair. In 
this Time the Ship was got under Sail, and 
every thing ſeem'd again quiet, Mr. Conch- 
Wa, Vr. Moroan Lieutenmt of Marines, 
Mr. KXu/7bt the Carreater, 2nd Mr. Place, 
| is 
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his Mate, and whom he thought proper drank 
prettyplentifu'ly, Succeſs to his Proceedings; 
Mr Morgan and Mr Knight, lay that Night in 
the Cabin with h m; he order'd John Read to 
take the firſt Wa ch, and appointed Officers to 
act as he thought proper, placing and diſpla- 
cing whom he pleas'd: this, and his confining 
the Boatſwain, gave the Ship'sCompany great 
Uneaſineſs, and Suſpicion of his bad Deſigns ; 
accordingly next Day they expres'd it to thoſe 
other Officers out of Confinement, ſuch as Mr. 
Matthias Kitchen Midſhipman, and ſome o- 
ther of his BrotherOfficers who perſwaded Mr. 
Conchman to {end for the Boatſwain, and the 
reſt that were Confin'd, to ſatisſy them his In- 
tent was nothing but to go to the Heſt-Indics, 
and fee if they wou'd conform to it and do their 
refpective Duties again: accordingly he did, and 
ikewiſe told them if they would be fatisfy” d, as 
toon as the Ship came to an Engliſh Port, he 
wou'd deliver her up to the Commander in 
Chief, and take the whole Charge of the Matter 
on himſelf, not doubting to juſtify ſor his Be- 
haviour. This they agreed to, and he made a 
Speech to the Ship's Company to the ſame Ef- 
te, and all in general ſcem'd that Day cn- 
tirely ſatisſy dz ſtill the carrying Arme, and their 
Behaviour fuck ſtrongly in moſt of their 
Minds, and made them uneaſy; but this Night 
pit and End to their Suſpicion, the Boatſw ain 
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Greenlicfe, threeMidſhipmen and ſome others, 
being drinking withM r. Couchman, he amongſt 
divers Diſcourſes ſaid, that hemuſt have a Paper 
ſign'd. by all the Officers and Foremaſt- men 
to indemnify him; upon this the Boatſwain 
and Mr. Kitchen ask' d him if they muſt fign 
it, he ſaid Yes; they both ſaid they wou'd Die 
firſt, and the Boatſwain told him, from that Mo- 
ment he reckoned him his Enemy, and got 
up; they both went out of the Cabin that 
Night he held Private Conferences with 7ohn 
Place and others of his Aſſociates, whoſe fre- 
quent goings in and out the Cabin, being ob- 
ſery'd by the Ship's Company, they inſiſt- 
ed on the Boatſwain's confining him and them 
they knew chiefly concern'd in it with himac- 
cordingly that Night they confin'd Mr. Mor- 
gan, Mr. Knight, and ten Men, whoſe Names 
ne Place, John Read, Thomas Scot, 
John Poor, William Weſtbrook, William An- 
derſon, William Meckes, William Tumbleton 
Henry Hains, and Walter Barber, (which 
Barker is Acquitted.) as Perſons moſt ac- 
tive in the Affair, with Arms, and Command. 
The next Day the Boat/wain and Mr. K3t- 
chen, went down to confine Mr. Conchman, 
but he beg'd the Liberty of making a Speech 
to the Ship's Company, which they granted 
which was to this Effect, That he was de- 
termin'd for no other Place than the Weſt-In- 
dies, they might be aſſur d; and that the Con- 

fineing 
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fineing, of him qui be the Means of taking 
away his Life, and that he lay entirely at their 
Mercy. Some of them tax'd him with their 
being Centinels at the Cabin Door, and hearing 
him ſay he Ir.tended to go to the Eaſt-Indies, 
Burn fink and Deſtroy, all that he met; and 
ſettle in an Ifland there; this he could not 
well deny, and on that was confin'd to the 
Cabin. Having now made the Ship'sCompany 
eaſy, and themſelves fafe, they brought the 
Ship fafe to Carlife-Bay in Parbodves, 
where was lying the Ludlow-Caſtle, Cap- 
tain Nicquet, who went on board of her and 
examining the Hoat/waim and other Officers, 
found their Aſſertion juſt, and on his Infor- 
mation conhn'd ſeveral more, ſome Marines and 
Seamen, who were Centinels and others who 
acted in ſome petty Things which was 
found to be more through Fear than Love. 
Thus were they confin'd on board the Lu- 
lau-Caſtle, when the Richmond came into 
the Bay from Cruifing to Windward of the 
Iſland of Barbagoes: ſome of the Priſoners 
who were then on Board the Ludlou-caſtle, 
were removed on Board the Richmond, and 
when the Lndlow ſail'd, all were put into 
that Ship except I icutenant Morgan, and 
Knight the Carpenter, who were confin'd all 
the while on Board the Cheſterfield, The 
Priſoners were indulg'd the liberty of walking 
freely about tlie Ship and even Meſhng * 

the 
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the Ship's Company, which gave them an 
opportunity of contracting an Intimacy one 
among another, and this was the Cauſe of the 
poor Steward's unhappy en. who was 
a Fellow of a credulous good-natur'd Diſ- 
poſition and too eaſily led away, by People 
who ſtudy'd to deceive. He happen'd to 
get acquainted with one of the Pritoners 
named Weſtbrook, of whom he heard the ſtory 
of the Cheſter fields affair told with the 
greateſt Cunning imaginable, to leſſen their 
Guilt, and repreſented their Cafe rather zs a 
Hardſhip on themſelves than any Injustice 
done their.Commander. In ſhort Fe/tbroot, 
who in this affair was a fort of Agent for 
Correhman: the Lieutenant, to ſeduce the 
Richmond's Men to their Intereſt prevail'd 
on him to . draw Articles for 
the Relief of the Cheſter field s Priſonets, 
as he call'd it; which the Steward conſen- 
a ted to, with a firm Deſign, as he ſolemly de- 
ö clar'd, to make à Diſcovery, but was unlucki- 
> ly ptevented by being ſuddenly apprehend- 
s ed. The whole Time from the firſt mention 
.of the Articles to the Time of his being con- 
3n An'd, did not exceed two Hours. 
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"The following Letter which he Mrate to Cap- 

' fain Sayer, Captain of the Richmond, af- 

ter his Condemnation, affords the moſt cir» 
enmſtantial Account of the affair; rt 
| 1 5 5 C <hich 
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hich we ſball give in his own Words, ex- 


cept ſome fer Places where his Confuſion, 
led him into Errors in Language. 


HoxouRED SIR, 


Think it a Duty incumbent on me, to 

ask, next to Almighty God, your For- 
pivencſs, you being the chief Perſon in this 
world and in this affair that 1 have offended; 
your Behaviour and Indulgence to all your 
Ship's Company, and your Commiſeration 
for all the unhappy part of Mankind, makes 
my crime appear the worſe to me, and 
laysthe greater charge on my conſcience under 
my preſent deplorable circumſtances. All I 
require is your free pardon for that part of 
my Conduct which has given you Offence in 
this Action, and your favourable conſtruction 
on it. Believe me, I ſpeak ſincerely from 
my Soul, I never entertain'd a prejudicied 
thought nor ever expreſt a diſregaurdful word 
againſt your Perſon or to the injury of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty or Government, neither had I 
rcally any Conſpiracy with any Part of the 
Ship'sCompany, or knew, or ever ſpoke or uſed 


any means to ſeduce them to it. All I have 


to charge myſelf with is that I entertain d a 
too fayourable opinion of the Innoccncy of 
the Priſoners on Board of us, and too frequent- 
ly coutenannced the diſcourſe of that artlul 
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Man William Weſtbrook, ſuffering him to 
ſay ſeveral things which I believe he was 
employ'd by Mr. Couchman, to do and fay, 
which I ſhould in Duty have acquainted you 
with; my only motive for not doing ſo was a 
too caſy Credelity to the Arts that were 
prais'd on me by that Man, ſo as to work 
in me ſome compaſſion for the Priſoners; and 
not caring to be counted what the fooliſh 
world call a Buſy Perſon; not Sir that ever 
I knew any more from him than his and Mr. 
Conchman's opinion how caſy they might 
get free if they had any Body on their Sides; 
how ſoonthey could carry the Ship away, run- 
ning her aſhore on any of the LeexwardIlands, 
and thereby get their freedom: this and ſuch 
like Diſcourſe I have ſomerimes given Ear to, 
and indeed gave myſelf no concern about it, 
not knowing or ever hearing of any ſuch 
thing from any Perſon but himſelf; nor did 
I even know he was plotting to bring it to 
head, by ſeducing others of the Ship's Com- 
pany to believe it pn for my part I 
took it as nothing but the Effect of what 
he would have done if he could, to get clear, 
and had not the leaſt Suſpicion of any ſuch 
thing being put in Practice, or of any Perſou 
being concern'd in it in the leaſt, till the Even- 
ing before the firſt of March, he told me 
it would be an eaſy matter for them to 
eſeape; he knowing a parcel of good Fellows 
C 2 that 
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that would lend them their Aſſiſtance,'] askt 
him who they were;But he evaded telling me 
ſaying he would be down in the Morning and 
let me Know; nor can I fincerely ſay whe- 
ther I ſhould have divulg'd it, except I had 
thought it began to go too far, ſo much was, 
I bi gotted in their Favour, not to be the 
49 of their ſtricter Confinement; neither did 
I apprehend their Caſe was to black as it hay 
ſince ippear'd, being, prejudic'd by ſo many 
Inſinuations in thier favour. Accordingly next 
Morning he come to me and likewiſe then 
inſiſted on my ſecrecy if he told me, which 
I promis'd, him on. Account he would ſincere- 
ly let me Know who were the Pertons, and 
how far he had been concern'd with them, 
this he would not do till he perſuaded me to 
Draw him out that Curs'd unhappy, Paper, 
which I did, with no other Veiw than to find 
out who were the Parties concern'd with 
him, 7 to prevent the impending Pan- 
ger. I had no ſooner drawn them and ſound 
what were the Principles of his Deſigu then 
he beg'd me to give them him, that he might 
have then ſign 4 by hom he had 1edue' d to 
it; this t deny 'd: cok telling hun, to put him 
out of Doubr, I w ould dan my on ame 10 
then on Condition he would tell me who 
were the Perſons he meant which I did, and by 
it ſizn'd my owa Rain, and bought upon my- 
ſelf my haſtoing Fate. I had. no oer done it 
than 
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chan he faid he would ſend me down ſome of 
the Perſons he knew would be glad to ſee me 
agree to it, with theſe Expreſſions he went 
from me, ſaying the Watch-word ſhould be 
God Specd the Plow. in a few minutes came 
down Jaincs Culvin, making ule of the aſore- 

ſaid words, and ſhewing me Jetbrool's Hat 
a8 a token to me. I askt him if he Knew any 
thing of thisA ffair, he ſaid Yes, and was going 
to fign the Paper which I read to him; when 
E bid him look at what he was going to do, 
he faid he had, and hoped it might ſucceed; 
when he left me, in a Conſternation for the 
Danger I was in, and thoughttal how far and 
what fatal Conſequences it might be of, if it 
procceded any farther, when John Place came 
down, with an order from the Purſer to let 
him have ſeven Piats and a half of Num, that 
was due to him, which J ſent the Cooper up, 
to get, while he wrote me a Copy of the Let- 


ter he flung into Captain 'D-—y's Scuttle, 


in Which time I ſhew'd him dle Articles of 
agreement, and askt him if he knew any thing 
of them, or the Proceedings expreſt in them, 

he ſaid Ves, and hoped they would ſucceed, for 
there was no Har of Twetzty or Thirty more 
as ſoon as a Cutlafs Was fAorifh'd; this was his: 
expteflion ; then the Cvopor bringing down his 


Liquor, he left me, and as'I fuppole, made uſe 
of his endeavours to perſwade you to have the 
bateſt S of me, which TROY from my 
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heert I always did my Endeavour to avoid: 
the Maſter immediatly coming down in ſuch a 
manner ſhockt me, and the Paper being then 
in my Hand, ſo conſus'd me, that I heſitated 
what to ſay when he ſnatcht it from me, or- 
dering me to you; I was determin'd the mi- 
nute before he came down to me to come up 
and ſhew it you, and tell you all J knew of 
it. In this Sir I have given you the true Nar- 
rative of all my whole Knowledge and Con- 
cer in it, which Column and Godfree, can 
affirm as they are clear Men, neither had I 
ever known or ſpoken to Brown, this Un- 
happy Sharer of my Fate, nor any other Per- 
ſon in the whole Ship concerning ſuch an af- 
fair; as to what J/eſtbrook ſwore in regard to 
me, "it was in ſome part utterly falſe, but wy 
forgive him, as I do, him, and every Body 

the Worid that have offended me; and hope 
as younow know the whole of my concern in it 


' you'll be ſo good to forgive me, and not enter- 
tain a worle Opinion of me than I rcally de- 


ſerve, which will be a great Inſtrument to my 
ſatisfaction i in this World, and my going out 


of it will be the -caſier, thro the Mercies of 
my Almighty God and I hope for eternal hap- 


pincts thro” the Merits of my Bleſſed Saviour 
and an unſeigned Repentance in me, which God 
grant may be acceptable in his ſight to the 
Comſort of the Soul of, Honourable Sir 
Tour unworthy Sernant 
1. — -. 
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Caprain Sayer, had fo much Good-Nature 
and Humanity as to condeſcend to write him 
an Anſwer, which was to the following Ef- 
fea: That he freely forgave him all Offences 
committed againſt him, that he believed him 
to be too caſily feduc'd by Weſtbrook; and 
concluded with recommending a fincere Re- 
pentance to Almighty God for all his Sins. 


Mr. SAMUEL COUCHWMAN, 
the Firſt Lieutenant of the Cheſter field had, 
we hear, the Reputation of a good Officer, 
and was very well beloved among the Sea- 
men, before he engaged in this unhappy Af- 

fair which brought him to ſo ignominious 
| and tragical an End. Upon his Trial. he had 
| but little more to plead in his Defence, than 
that he was ſo far intoxicated all that Day on 
which the Ship failed from Cape Coaſt, as 
y not to know what he did; And that the next 
, Morning he would have brought the Ship 
2 back again if the Boaſſtain and the Ship's 
4 Company had not oppoſed the. Motion he 
t made for that purpoſe; in thisStory he perſiſted 
do his laſt Hour. And there goes a Report, 


— * 


+ that the Sunday before his Execution he de- 
IT poſed upon Oath before a Maſter in Chancery 
d that he was intoxicated as aforeſaid from the 


e Time they hoiſted Sail to the next Morning. 
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, - My TOHN MORGAN, * 

of the Marines then on board the Che ſter. 
field, was as to his general Character a plait, 
honeft Man, artleſs and open, and rather eaſy 
to be impoſed upon, than formed for impoſing 
upon others. He proteſted to the laſt that he 
was not privy = any Pefign which Mr. 
Ceuchman, or others had to turn Pirates. 
And toon after his Canfinement he drew: up a 
Narrative, which he calls a Memorandum of 
what had been acted, as far as he was at all con- 
cerned therein; Which Narrative( taking up al- 
moſt Two Sheets of Paper, and delivered by 
him a little before his Death to his Brother as 
bis laſt t Confefton) was in ſubſtance as follow 8. 


Memorandum Oct. 15, 1548. 


- Being below. in the Gun-roam 1 heard 
the — (which juſt then had come from the 
ſhore of Cape Coaſt) Hoiſted into the Ship; 
and aſter that a great Noiſe upon Deck. 1 
then went up, and heard the Ship's Company 
ery, Captain Couchman for Ever! All the 
Men were upon Deck, and about Forty or 
Fifty under Arms. Mr. Couchman ſaid, he 
was going to Barvadoes, and ask'd me to 
with him; J anſwered that T would go with 
him as my Commanding Officer, ſo long as he 
had but honourable Views, ſome of the Men 

Jecmanded 
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detnanded What I meatrt by queſtioning * 
ther their Captains Views were noon le? 
aid added; All DO yott think that we are ſuch 
Feels as te hey here e be fwd? Mr. Conch- 
mam ſaid, Gentlemen, be n t afraid, what I do 
is for the Benefit of his Mijeſty- s Shi „ and 
Fu take all the blame upoHmyſelf Asked, 
How # Captain Dy to tome to Bar h- 
does 7 He anſwer d, You Know he hath often 
Tiid} that he world buy a Sloop when the 
Wal mould be at art End, and there is now one 
at Locward to be fold, which if he buys, 15 
may be it Zarbadorr 8 footi as we. 
ordersd ſome Centitels to ſtind upon Quar- 
be Deek, he dran the e þ Health, = 
Voyage to Barb; Joy 
Khor #;\theri ſtanidinig e went but to 
eall y Bey te me, 1 Took Bis Cutiace and 
ſtood ifs his Place (hich i 4 common King 
ſor Officers to do in the Ike Cates) kill he 
fined; which he did in few Minutes; 6hE of 
the Mates kiffed Mr. Conchmay's hand. ad 
ſaic tat he Hked him 9 1 Cel 1 N 
did Captai D=—y, an that He wou | 
thro' | the” World with Him; and theret 4 
the Men under — cried,” Who is he * 
will for ſtand by C Saptaiti Conchnian ? 
fore night Mr. Cunt hmam was in Liquor; next 
Morning whey he was ſober 1 ſignified to 
him my Piffatisfackiot at his going away 
without th Saptaln. and M r. Couthman then. 
D declared 
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cla that he would bring back the Ship, 


if the Ships Company conſenied. All this 


while I did not apprehend there was any Mu- 
tiny in the Caſe, ſeeing that all the Officers 


and all the Ships Company ſeemed to be una- 


nimous, and no Man had :pprized me of any 
ſecret conſultations from firſt io laſt. I never 


ſuſpected any deſigns of going a Pirating or 
Bay Mr. Couchmas intended for any other. 
Place than Barbadocs. For (beſides thoſe 
Profeſſions of his which I have given above) 


he ſent for Mr. Gilham, and deſired him to 
take upon him the care of carrying the Ship 
ſafe to Barbadoes, and he took ſuch ſpecial 
care of Captain D-—y's Effects that he would 
not meddle withany thing that was his, except 
ſome of his Liquor, which too he faid he 


would pay him for when he came to Barba- 


docs. When the Boatfwain, &c. made Mr. 
Couchman, the. Carpenter, and myſelf their 
Priſoners, Mr. Couchman asked them why 
they. confin d me, who (he faid truly) was 


ignorant of the whole affair? they anſwered, 
that they did it for their own 
Cauchman replied, He is as innocent of it as 


afety, Mr. 


the Child unborn. 

Mr. Morgan, in a Letter he wrote but 
few Days before his Death, complains, that his 
Seyeant whom for a certain miſdemcanour he 
had broke not long before they came to Cape 
Coaft, had ſworn againſt him more than was 
true. As 
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As Mr. JOHN PLACE. pleaded 
Guilty to his Indictment, ſo when == 
was paſſed upon him, and he was return'd to 
his Place of Confinement, he by word and 
Letters was — open and ingenious in his 
Confeſſions, fo far as related to his own Share 
of the Guilt, or the doing Juſtice to other 
Priſoners whom he thought innocent of what 
they had been accuſed of. : | 

. He affirmed, That Mr. Conchman, about 
2 Fortnight before the fatal 15th of Odo- 
ber, had propoſed to him the running away 
with the Ship, and to go a Pirating : That 
they had not one Ward together more con- 
cerning that matter till that day on which 
they actually ran away with her: That he be- 
lie ved Lieutenant Mergan and Mr. Knight 
the Carpenter knew of no other Deſign than 
of going for Barbadoes : That had the Boat- 
ſwain, and they that joined him, never con- 
fined the Licutenants, the Ship muſt have 
been carried to Barbadoes, there being very 
few on board, who would agree to Mr. 
"ouchman's Scheme. He Whoiced greatly to 
find that feyeral Priſoners, Whom he ſaid he 
was ſure could not be in the Secret, were 


5 ** 


| acquitted by the Court Martial; and others, 


who had not yet had their Trial, (bnt have 
been ſince acquitted,) he declated tb be altoge- 


ther Innocent of that iniquitous Deſign, be- 


ing confident that De EY EIN all privy to 
2 


it, 


| 
| 
i 
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it, he ſhout have known it. He loaked'up- 
on it as a ſpecial Duty thus to. bear his Te- 
Kimony to the Truth; (tho' he was ſenſible 
that, under his preſent Cireumſtances, hit 
Teſtimony as of ng, weight in Law) beeauſe, 
as he profeſFd, to conceal any Truth that 


might concern Men's Lives or Reputation, 
' When it was in his power to diſcover it, 


would have been an infapportable Load upon 
his Conſcience; eſpceially When he himſelſ 
had recived the peremptory Summons to ap- 
pear ſb very ſoon before Chriſt's moſt righteous 
Tribunal. 5 : & 


The following is a Copy of the - Letter <phich 
John Place threw: ito Captain D-—y's 
Senttle before the Attempt io carry away 
_ the Ship. $ | 


Hard hearted Captain Oy, 
AM one of thoſe who in Juftice to my 


+ felf, ought to let You fall a Victim to the 
Reſentment of all thoſe whoſe Misſbrtune it 


is to be under your Command, in this Re- 


mote Part of the World. But as no Man is 
exempt from Foibles in. one manner or o- 
ther, in Love. to you as my Commander and 


Fellow Creature, I have thought proper to 


actſwaint you, of; and warn. you againſt an Im- 
. U q ** 1 5 1 
peAding Forrent- of Melancholy Conicqueir 
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ces, which, if not 3 ** in \ this 
by amendment in you, will 1 fear involve 
You, in what will terminate in your Ruin. 
Your Officers we know are firmly Attach'd 
to the Intereſt of the Preſent Royal Family, 
Government, and Pretent Happy Eſtabliſh= 
ment, and the poor Wretches under Your 
Command, as Seamen and Soldiers, in 
Submiſſion to the Naval Laws by Authori- 
ty Eftabliſh'd, would ſuffer themſelves to 
be Uſed in a manner even Cruel, rather 
then Murmer, but your numberleſs Abuſes, 
and Haughty Inſolences to Officers next in 
Places of Truſt to your ſelf, and Continued 
Affronts to Inferionr Officers, with your com- 
plicated Cruelties to other Poor W retches, 
renders your Treatment Barbarous to all in 
General. You have Traded on the Govern- 
ments good allowance, there by rendering us 
to a ſtaving Condition; your effeminate Com- 
pliance to that unfortunate Woman's Inclina- 
tions, your Conduct at St. Jago, and every 
where elſe on this Coaft, are fuch Iregu- 
larities that were you in England they would 
be Charges too weighty for you to clear your 
ſelf of: and you may be aſſured, that no One 
Perſon in this Ship will inſtify our 
Conduct, againſt an incen{ed Ship's Com- 
pany, whoſe Wrongs complain and cry out. 
for Redrcts of Grievances, Remember you are 
Mortal, and Men will not let you Reign in a 


re 


ii 22 1 
Preremptory Reſolution to Murder them all. 
Pray God this may Tender your Heart. L with 
you well, hopes your deluded Senſes may in 
return to their proper Center of Reaſon; if 
not J have diſcharg'd my incumbent Duty, and 
ſhall, I fear, with Sorrow, in a Short Time ſee 
your unhappy fate: therefore for God's take 
be warn'd, you'll find na Friend capable to 
ſupport your Crimes, nor none honeſt enough 
to tell you as 1 do. 


Remember Meuo's End, 
Caught by the Timber that he ſtrove to rend. 


Pray Love your ſelf better, hate bad 
Count lien uſe your Officers well, treat 
your Ship's Company as you ought, or by 
perſiſtng ſeal your own Ruin unavoidably, 


PHILO BRITTANNACUS. 
I Letter which he ſent to Mr. Couchman 
the Licutenant, after they had both recerv'd 


NEUTENCE. 


Mr. COUCHMAN, 


S ve arc in a Short Time to appear 
2 before the Great Judge of Heaven and 
Earth, let us not preſume to die in a thought- 
leiz Condition of our future State; altho' we 

| haye 
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have ated yery bad Parts upon Earth, we 
ought to conſider Eternity admits of no 
Change of Condition, but as we receive the 
great and laſt Sentence from our immortal Judge, 
ſo ſhall we certainly have our Doom to the end- 
leſs Extent of Eternity without Abatement. 
Your mean diſingenuous way of excuſing your 
own Crimes, thinking to ſcreen yourfelf by 
laying the Fault on other poor Wretches, 
thoſe whom your own Conſcience will charge 
you hereafter before the Face of God wit 
being the Murderer of; and the poor Father- 
leſs Children that will be left expos'd to want, 
having through your impious Deſigns and wick- 
ed Practices ſeduc'd their thoughtleſs Fathers; 
thoſe poor Babes, I ſay will cry to God againſt 
you in all their wants and Calamities. Remem 
ber with Horror the Circumſtances attending 
the ſinful Souls of thoſe poor Wretches who 
will be cut off by the Sudden Death of an Exe- 
eution, and in what trembling Condition they 
will appear before God's great Tribunal; and 
think what dreadful Charge they will lay a- 
gainſt you for being cut off in an unprepar'd 
Condition, and turn'd to Judgment in the 
Height of their Sins; you ought in Juſtice to 
clear thoſe two poor W retches Morgan and the 
Carpenter, whom you ſeduced to your unhap- 
py Deſigns, and not by a mean ſpirited Eva- 
lion, endeavour to ſcreen yonr Guilty Head 
from Juſtice ; but as you have acted wicked- 

ure * ly; 
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ly, ptay for God's Grace to repent fincetely, 

and then you will have Fortitude co die libe 
Man and a Chriſtian. For if your preſent 
State of Soul makes Death appeit frightfu], 

the Lord have mercy on you in Etermſſty. 
freely forgive you tho” you are the Cauſe of 
my Death you know full welt; and T wou'd. 
have you act, with a brave Reſignation to the 
Will bf God; and not by mean Hopes of Life, 

loſe an Opportunity of ſecuring a bleſſed Eter- 
nity. Deſpiſe Liſt, as I do, vin Go 8 Affi 
Mage, ang _ like 2 Man.” N 

| 72 I 5 Jobs Plas 


ccm, wrote in ee, 2 


VII. Jobn Plaet; | 
[ Row _ ou die Uke a villa. 
Fir bi e damnel Cunchman. 


The Ollewing: Lanes Ent to N 
Hs, ou his Refuſing Paymce 2 
wer's of thoſe under Sentenc o ene of eath, 
; 96 paddy to the la fie 


Tyger 22d... of July, 1749 


% 70 


* ; TR find the HarineG of your Heart | is 
| not co be moved with tender Ap- 
plications, 


prove our Wills; and your Brother 


©. i af 


plications, een you are onl 


ſolicited 
for hat is our Due; Ptay whit Reaſbn can 

you give for this your Cruel Refuſal of our 
Money? Do not our Lives pay for out 
erimes. Have you any Orders to retard out 
Wages. None we are Aſſured, then why wil 
you. do ſomuch Miſchief.” When it is in 
your power to do fotmuch Good. And no- 
thing but your will Conſenting. You can't 
make a Merrit of it: The Lords of the Admi- 
ralty will never chin you have alone right, 
to put bur Wifes to ſuch Needleſs expence to 
Com- 
miſſioners will never Juſtify this Action for 
they and all the World ſhall know of it (if we 
are not paid) I will Print this Letter, and that 


to your Daughter at the end of my Narrative 


and then let the World 
ſet with the Trophys of - Juftiee over your 
Head. Farewell! but remember it cannot be 
long before you muſt follow me, and then you 
muſt Anſwer for your Crimes as well as I and 
your keeping our 1 24 from us, will not 
be one of the leaſ. I am Tours, &e. 

It was expected dy every Body that knew 
or heard of Placc, that he wou'd write Me- 
moirs of his Life, but thar he did not or even 
intended it is plain by the following Letter 
which he ſent to G. Jones, Printer at Portſ 
math; after ſeeing him on board 15 Foguens 
wihetr, ander Sentence'of Death. | 
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Judge if you ought to 
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Þ EAP People 4 are r — is 
the Prologue the enſuing I heard: you en 
quire which — wk * Number was 
me, he pointed me out to you, I imagine and / 
g eſs your deſire to have the Minutes of my 
— affair at preſent as alſo, paſt Occuran- 
ofmy Life; in anſwer to which Ido hereby af» 
{ure you, that did my Inclination to ſuch a | 
Work prompt me to it and if Time would ad- y 
mit, of à perfarmance of ſuch an elaborate I 
Work, yet I have divers Reaſons to the con- 1 
trarie as I doubr many gidd y headed young fel · 0! 
lows might by having the Scenes of my Life, 0! 
ſo plainly. repreſented | be per fuaded, it was d 
much more Comic than Tragic; and they tc 
would undoubtedly ſuck from from my per- K 
formance; Poiſon enough to Ruin their eternal ni 
Peace. Therefore I ſhall cautioufly, refrain 8 
giving any encouragement to Vices ; that have er 
cloſed all my tranſient Vanities, in this fatal It 
Period, in the Next place I aſſure you that 1 ar 
owe you regard enough to tel you, had I in- 0 
tended, auy long Detail of my paſt Life, you b. 
ſhould. if you thought ptoper_have had it. to 
Tbe ſmall Account I propoſe to give the ne 
World, you and none elſe ſhall have, but not R 
until after my Deccaſe, and as my Account of m 
our unhappy affair cannot be effectual to the C 
m 

T 


Lun Swe 


.imediate ſervice of any Perſon, under confines ' 

ment I ſhall not acquaint the publicknor ſatis- 

fy them in any reſpect, until I am nigber at 
Death; 


Py 
Heath; and thenNiſcretionally as it may con- 
ſiſt, with real truth and impartiality. 

T his 's the pere from your unfortunate / 


Servant John Place. 
Pring brought vans Quarter Deck, he made 
fo fle 


Pargers of which WAS a 

HE End 1 propaſe to my ſelf in ſpeak- 
T. ing to you who hear me, is to perſwade 
you, and others to whom you may chance to 
— my dying Sentiments, to reflect 
upon the deſtructiye Nature and Conſequences 
of din, and the fatal Tendency of every purſuit 
of lawleſs Liberty and vain delights, Every 
deliberate Sin naturally leads to more and grea- 
ter Sins; and the Omiſion or bare neglect of a 
known Duty, will, when long continued | in, 
neceſſarily” engage us in the commiſſion of ſuch 
grie vous Crimes,” as we could not at the firſt 
entertained a Thoughtof without Abhorrence. 
It is my defire that you would look upon me 
and my Fellow Criminals as Unhappy Inſtances 
of theſe fad Truths and that you would profit 
by our Miſcurriage. By giving way too much 
to my Youthful Inelinations, denying myſelf 
no Pleaſure, throwing off all the Reſtraints of 
Religion, and making my own headſtrong will 
my Guide, I had long proceeded in an evil 
Courle before I proyok'd God, in juſt Tudg- 
ment, to ſuffer me to run into this great 
Tranſgreſſion for the which T am now toanſwer . 
at a: of my Life. But bleſſed be his 
name, 


| 


y | 
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name, for het he hath; heey brought me to 
fight and feeling of the wretched Condition I 
was in, and hath wrought! in me, I hope a 
— and effectual Repentance for all my Sins. Ian 
Learn the > by my Caſe, and by that of theſe 
are to ſuffor with me, that evil Courſes lead J 
to M iſery, and that Sin meets with it's Pimiſh- 
| ment either in this World or in a nother. Lok 
| Example, of So many poor thoug 
wrethes, incutring not only Tempomf Desti 
hut (except they have by a heart y repentance 
and faith in the; Blood of Chriſt made their 
Peace with God) Neath eternal alſo; the Exam- 
ple of ſo many I ſay, who have dra wu down 
this heavy 8 upon them themſel ves 
by a Oxime to which they were ſeduced by 
the Cunning: and Cotriyanges of others; ſuch 
Example furely ought to awaken your Con- 
iciences, and prevail with you to) repent of 
your Sins, and reform your Lives Indeed: our 
Seafaring men have but too much need of theſo 
admonitions, It is apparent to all the world 
that the Generality of them are uſed to take 
5 _ unlawf h Liberties and to run into many grea t 
| Sins and Impieties. which without a fev ere Re- 
| pentance, will undoubtedly bring Vengkance 
4 upon theni ſooner or later; as you; ſee, our Sins 
| have brought this Shame aud Death upom us. 
| When theShip was ran away withetheſe my 
fellow ſufferers were not privy to the Deſign "= 
1 there was tor go a Pirating: 1 am the ouly per- I 
| fon here that was privy to that Deßign. And er 
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I batte heartily repented-for it. Larknowlegds 
abe. Juſtice of God in my prefent Puniſnmerit 
W. And T icknowl -juftice of the Go yerti 
ſe ment and of my Judges; alto of the Evidences 
produc ed againſt, exeept in ſome few things, 
which I finterely forgive, and pray Goa ts 
forgive I am iti Charity with them and with 
ill the World. God bleſs Majeſty, and his 
Miniſtertg andOfficers. 1 hope I ſhall be hap- 
py thro' the 3 ood Funn of 7 


Ileſffet $aviour:.: Fo 5 
They all from the Time of Gondemndti 
n Ptill.their Deaths hehat' d with great Decency; | 
es Ithe Number tried and n were Leiute- 
V Pant Cout hman, Licurt tant Argan; Rui Fs 
Carpenter, Placr; Carpenter's Mate 
Quarter>Mafter, Nud, Conkſwain of Fe 
aul, Dunbleton, Minæ, Foore, — 
and Haines, ae Men all belonging to wy 
Che ſer fickd, and. the. Ship's Seu of tlie 
Richmind but his Majeſty! s -toft gracious 
Far don was read to the five laſt- mentioned of 
the eld, at the very Inſtant they ex- 
pected ti be tumig off, John Plau; bebe d 
withinoft Enprifing Fortttude, and mer Death 
lk A mere Panirent, hut with great Bray ers 
Tteyalladjed ina ſi ncere Repentance ſot their 
Sias. Plucr a Spot upon: Deck which you 
be mitm pr PE He left ſome few" Pa- 
xrs im the Earids ot u Gemleman for the Prin- 
er of their Account but the Gentleman 
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thougt proper to ſupprefs them, but he had 
before by word of Mouth and writing infornr'd 
the Primer of their Contents, _ 8 lies 
pocalionatly interſpers 4 rn 


Engrav'd o on we Coffin of Joly Place, writs 


2 25 


R 4D ER, fee” now | the End of 8 vail 
Delig br; | 
Of my an H-ſpert Day and rev ng 


& 
Be warn 4 by me 10 earthly Pow'r can bt: 
A Guard gaiuſt God's v of enaed 'Majefly, | 
God's Fuſtice will aireſt by unt hong hr 
A certain Period lo your Sf Days. 
I do repent my Sius, you muſt do fo, . | + 
Or elk he ſentenc'd to eternal Woes 


June 24, 1749 * e 


| The Ship W 6f he Richonoad chi 
. by himſelf, behav' d with decent 
Courage, and died a ſincere Penitent. The) 
all own d the Juſtice of the worthy Gentlemai 
who compoſ'd the Court Martial, eſpecial! 
that truly humane Gentleman Sir Ed ware 
Hawke, Pref dent, but ſome ſeem'd to blame 
the Evidence againſt them, which is naturs 
for Men under their unhappy Circumſtances. 


F 1 N I. 


4 


